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Beaufort Naval Hospital 
Eleven Years Old Today 


By LCpl. Tom Mason 
Twenty-four cots housed in two portable wood and canvas buildings are a far 
cry from the $13-million-dollar ultra-modern U.S. Naval Hospital in Beaufort 
today, but that is the way it began sixty-nine years ago. 


Actually the present hospital) Parris Island was the site of the Officials say last year was the 
- building celebrates its eleventh|first medical activity in 1891, and|‘‘bumper” year on record, with a 
anniversary today after beinglin 1916, when the Island was|total of 701 births during 1959. 
commissioned on April 29, 1949|turned over to the Corps, it was} Patients veceiving treatment at 
. . . the hospital’s forerunner was|necessary to enlarge the medical| the hospital are admitted to mod- 
on Parris Island when the Island{facility to handle the increased|e€rn air-conditioned wards or 
was a Naval Station in 1891. personnel that came with recruit|they make use of such comfort 
Today’s hospital, in comparison, |{Taining. items as motion pictures each 
treats an average of 4,000 out| At that time there were over|night, a barber shop, beauty shop, 
patients alone per month. Three|1,600 personnel here. Their med-|a Navy Exchange Store and a 
to four hundred patients a month|ical needs were met in two wards}soda fountain with a book and 
are admitted to the hospital.  |0f 22 beds each. Magazine stand. The hospital li- 
It is now one of the most mod-; Following the Armistice in 1918,|brary, filled with the latest books, 
ern medical facilities in the South- the facility grew into a four-ward]|is available, along with recreation 
eastern U.S., with 458 actual beds building caring for 88 patients./and television rooms. 
set up. Hospital officials explain ee ope eraea aubratian gassisted 
that such figures fluctuate, and by voluntzer Grey Ladies of the 
the hospital does not operate to| Red Cross, ipakee routine rounds 
capacity constantly . . , on the ee ot wards with a book cart. 
other hand, in time of emergency, it aos pears SSErY, effort to 
facilities may be expanded greatly ete i. a patient's period of hos 
and rapidly. [pita ization. more comfa:table. 
The Beaufort Naval Hospital is ni padition! Gas hosp italghasion 
commanded by Captain Paul K. prpenized recreational Program 
Perkins, a veteran of 29 years Supetvised, by ‘trained Red across 
service in the Navy Medical Corps peraeane pho GRE CSB) 
and extensive combat in ~ two and help publish a weekly wed 
cared tal newspaper. They also assist 


rey ; . in handicarft work and scheduled 
Commissioned in the Medical ente-tainment, highlighted by aft- 
Corps in 1931, Capt. Pekins re- ernoon motion pictures shown in 
* ceived his bachelor of arts degree the wards for non-ambulatory pa- 
from the University of North Caro- 


Te ‘ 4 oat | : BS Bie j : hy iy = 
Bites see | ba B ts ‘tients. 
lina. 
—=—=—= ~ Unriversity of cree ee ne : Capt. Perkins ew D 10) g ag. 
duat i 0. e : 
University of Pemnay venta Carl May E ven Have 
Mugshot on It 


Perkins is a Diplomate of the Until 1941 there was little change. 


Amevican Board of Surgery and| 4 disastrous storm in 1940 seri- 
ta Fellow of the American College|°US!y damaged the buildings and 


ital leoe ithe the | to made 
D, CIRCA 1891 . . .., on Parris tsiand when the Island|facilty to I - increased|ern air nal one wards or 
Tilney nT was a Naval Station in 1891. persor : 
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patients alone per month. 

to four hundred patients a month{} 

are admitted to the hospital. 

It is now one of the most mod- 

ern medical facilities in the South- fect 


and extensive peanbat it two 
| wars. 
| Commissioned in the Medical | 
| Corps in 1931, Capt. Perkins re-| 
= ceived his bachelor of arts re 
be | FeoibelUniversiet Norn Core | i 
¥ NINI@ KIEV lina. He subsequently graduated | | m , a 
ee B ILDING NEW ¢ ¢ from Rush Medical hee cay - Hs EN A ot D 
— es Capt. Perkins |New ‘Do g 
graduate medical ae Br rea ; “i iM E en Have 
‘University of Pema leans Capt.} ‘Until 1941 little i cys Vv 
|Perkins is_a Diplomate of the there was change; IMi h to it 
\a Fellow of the American College past ae pejbalting and Rian SID Sens 
een heads a staff of|te be altered. With the inception ae aera ee see 
|367 medical, civilian and Marine|of the Naval Air Station in 1942, |° sie S chatter theme 
|Corps personnel. ‘The staff in-(Patient pressure increased and mcludesa vise BY eee NAVY 
cludes 21 Navy doctors, a Navy|Consideration was given a now TIMES aa 
dentist, 24 Navy nurses and 24 poeerutospiial Including up to 22 lines of in- 
Medical Service Corps officers} The present site, on the Beau- f ti ade ay fee Cael 
(administrative). fort River two miles north of Par- aor on «dg enlists imate eee 
In addition, the hospital has at-|ris Island, was obtained, and iey ORT ID tags are fash- 
tached to it a Supply Corps Offi-;ground broken in 1946 by Con- foned¥atter heteonnlar Sey 
“[eets a Navy Chaplain and a Naval}gressman L, Mendel Rivers. plates used by department stores 
‘orps of Engineers officer. The average hospital stay for eM pene Marcus tile Wes abliait 
There are 151 enlisted Hospital |dependents is estimated at six| ee iy being tested by 
Corpsmen and one dental tech-|days, ee, Peer an the FMF cts 
erage a 17-day stay. ; ; ’ 
nea eee eee eee to the high ae of recruit per-} Easily printed on ies and se 
The aah completed by two| lsonnel, who must be in perfect|ficial poeta ue ie ie eee 
enlisted Marines, three other en-|physical condition before being re- aig peter the 
listed Navymen and three Amer-/’ 5 Corps believes 
jican Red Cross workers. A high 1 a Peeons ? 
| Since being munaistatc yata GER count 
hospital has treated more thanjpital are 
Pieris aes eres Sere 
4,000 monthly average “out’’| treatment. 
patients, three to four hu Since the Hospital’s opening 11/4 nal Pa core ee 
per month are actually hospital-|years ago, there have been an|@ ph Racine . 
ized. Sasa GED) balites jana Hse Mee 1 ia 
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